KS3 and 4 Walk-round Waste Audit

Secondary schools vary greatly in size and layout. You will have to decide the best way to undertake these Waste Audit sheets. You might have to do one for each department, e.g. an Art department audit, or one per block, or year group. Do what works best for you.

(In case you didn’t know, here is a list of materials that can be recycled easily in schools – paper, card, plastic bottles, glass, cans, WEEE, IT equipment, fluorescent light tubes, uncooked food waste)

Classrooms, corridors and outside areas

	Type of waste you might find
	Tick the waste you make
	What type of bin do you put it in? Put a tick in the box
	Write down who empties this bin. E.g. children take paper to printwaste sack, cleaner puts in skips outside. 

	Paper
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Cardboard
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Compostable waste (uncooked fruit & veg from break or lunchtime)
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Food packaging (crisps, cartons etc)
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Cans
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Cooked waste (e.g. hot food)
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	


	Did you find anything that wasn’t on this list? Write what it was in here

	


Let’s look at the Rubbish Bins!

Have a look into a few bins at the end of the day.

Did you find anything in there that could have been recycled?

	What we found
	Action needed

	
	


Let’s look at the Recycling Bins!

Have a look into a few recycling bins at the end of the day.

Did you find anything in there that shouldn’t have been there?

	What we found
	Action needed

	
	


NB – If recycling contains too much ‘contaminant’ (something that shouldn’t be there) it can mean that the whole load is ruined. That’s why it’s important to separate our recycling correctly

Thinking about recycling bins, do you think there are enough? 

· Are they in the right places? 

· Are they clearly labelled?

	What we think
	Action needed

	
	


Let’s look at composting!

	Does your school have any compost bins? (tick box)

	Yes and we use it well
	

	Yes, but we don’t think it’s used well
	

	No
	


	Do all classes and areas where people eat fruit have compost caddies? (tick box)

	Yes and we use them well
	

	Yes, but we don’t think they are used well
	

	Only have some
	

	We don’t have any but want some
	


Have a look into a few caddies at the end of the day.

Did you find anything in there that shouldn’t have been there?

	What we found
	Action needed

	
	


Let’s shout about it!

You might have the best recycling system in the world, but if people don’t know about it then it’s pretty useless. How do you tell people about yours?

	Communication
	Do we do this?
	Do we need to do more?

	Posters around school
	
	

	Eco Notice board
	
	

	Assemblies
	
	

	School council/similar
	
	

	Newsletters to parents
	
	

	Website
	
	

	Teaching pupils who are new to the school where the recycling goes
	
	


From this audit you have hopefully spotted some things that need actioning. The next step is to take this audit back to the team of people who want to help improve recycling and composting in school, and to decide who will do what by when.

	School Name:
	


	Contact Name:
	


	Contact Email:
	


Don’t forget to email this to Katherine.cole@gloucestershire.gov.uk to receive 80 points for the leader board!

Staffrooms and Offices

	Type of waste you might find
	Tick the waste you make
	What type of bin do you put it in? (tick box)
	Write down who empties this bin. E.g. children take paper to Printwaste sack, cleaner puts in skips outside

	Paper
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Cardboard
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Compostable waste (uncooked fruit & veg from break or lunch)
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Food packaging (crisps, cartons etc)
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Batteries
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Cans
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Glass
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	IT equipment / toner cartridges
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	WEEE – computers, toasters
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	

	Fluorescent light bulbs
	
	Rubbish bin
	
	

	
	
	Recycle bin
	
	


	Did you find anything that wasn’t on this list? Write what it was in here

	


Let’s look at the Rubbish Bins!

Have a look into a few bins at the end of the day.

Did you find anything in there that could have been recycled?

	What we found
	Action needed

	
	


Let’s look at the Recycling Bins!

Have a look into a few recycling bins at the end of the day.

Did you find anything in there that shouldn’t have been there?

	What we found
	Action needed

	
	


NB – If recycling contains too much ‘contaminant’ (something that shouldn’t be there) it can mean that the whole load is ruined. That’s why it’s important to separate our recycling correctly

Thinking about recycling bins, do you think there are enough? 

· Are they in the right places? 

· Are they clearly labelled?

	What we think
	Action needed

	
	


Let’s talk composting!

	Does your school have any compost bins? (tick box)

	Yes and we use it well
	

	Yes, but we don’t think it’s used well
	

	No
	


	Do all staffrooms have compost caddies? (tick box)

	Yes and we use them well
	

	Yes, but we don’t think they are used well
	

	Only have some
	

	We don’t have any but want some
	


Have a look into the staffroom compost caddy at the end of the day.

Did you find anything in there that shouldn’t have been there?

	What we found
	Action needed

	
	


Let’s shout about it!

You might have the best recycling system in the world, but if people don’t know about it then it’s pretty useless. How do you tell the adults who work in your school about yours?

	Communication
	Do we do this?
	Do we need to do anything more?

	Posters around school
	
	

	Eco Notice board
	
	

	Assemblies
	
	

	School council
	
	

	Newsletters to parents
	
	

	Website
	
	

	Teaching adults who are new to the school where the recycling goes
	
	


From this audit you have hopefully spotted some things that need actioning. The next step is to take this audit back to the team of people who want to help improve recycling and composting in school, and to decide who will do what by when.

	School Name:
	


	Contact Name:
	


	Contact Email:
	


Don’t forget to email this to Katherine.cole@gloucestershire.gov.uk to receive 80 points for the leader board!

